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INTRODUCTION

It seems like it was only yesterday when you arrived in campus. Everyone was milling
around, waiting for instructions - where fo go, where to register as first year students.
There were some anxious moments as you had to make decisions on matters such as
where fo stay, which subject fo register for, etc. After the inifial flurry of acfivities in the
first week, you learnt o adjust to the new environment and people in campus. And
NOW, you are on the threshold of another fransition in life.

Final yearis seldom bland and uneventful. Caught between the
~ beginning of something new and the ending of something familiar, a
Final year .. final year student may experience a whole mixture of feelings. Fear.
suddenly, Excitement. Worry. Anticipation. Together with these feelings is the
you have feeling that fimeis running out. Time is shorf for the meeting of
NO TIME! assignment deadlines. Time is short for being with people. Time is short
for being involved in other happenings in campus. Time is short for
quite a few things we want to finish before we leave campus.

No one can walk this journey from student life fo working life for another. What IS possible
is to leave signposts for those who will be faking this journey. And that is what the FES
resource team for this handbook has in mind. To share with you biblical principles, to
provoke thinking through our questions and to stir you fo make decisions that will help
you fo make this fransition from student life to the early years of working life. To this end,
we have also drawn on the wisdom and insight of others. Their books and writings are
listed in the RESOURCE section of this handbook.
This handbook is not the only resource available
to you. You would find *flesh-and-blood’ resources No one can walk this
in the form of FES staffworkers as well as through Journey for you!
the GRADUATES’ CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (find out Look out for
more about them on the last page of this handbook). SIGNPOSTS. ©

ABOUT THIS HANDBOOK

This handbook is designed to be used by individuals and groups. You may form groups in
campus which meet up regularly o support one another and to discuss the fopics in this
handbook. You may select some portions to be done as a group and the others to be
done on an individual basis.

To navigate your way arcund this handbook, there are 3 icons to help you.

& V4 t

= - Redd - s B send i ==
p TAKE YOUR TIME TO
READ the portion REFLECT on this question.
You may choose to do
O:gﬁgkzeﬁgge THINK about the some1hingelse while letting
in the left margin qussiohs posed: the questions ‘incubate’ in
or to highlight andatE oW . your mind. Then, come
important points. YRHEIERp o, back to the question later.
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OBJECTIVES FOR THE TOPICS

The Call

. To describe the biblical call given by God

. To describe the results of responding to God's call
End in Mind

@ To plan ways of making the best use of your final year as a student
Called to God

. To discover the characteristics of God through His dealings with cne

person based on a study of a psalm :
. To write a response to God as a resulf of the sfudy

Called to Work

. To discover the biblical basis for work
. To discuss the effect of sin on work

Living Out the Called Life
- To select and plan out our priorifies
. To plan and carry out specific spiritual disciplines
To apply biblical principles fo the way we manage our meney

Called to be Light

. To explore the Christian rationale for making ethical decisions
. To apply the guidelines for making ethical decisions

Called to Community

o To describe the various aspects of biblical community
. To make a personal selection of our affitude in infegrating intoc church
° To evaluate our relationships in campus and at home

Called to Move On

. To understand the phases that fake place during a fransition and the
factors that affect the way we handle change
. To apply the principles of handling transitions

To make a personal selection of an approach for handling change
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THE CALL

THE MEANING OF ‘THE CALL’

A callis @ SUMMONS. If is a summons by God, to God and for God. And fhis summons
touches everyone, everywhere and in everything we do. God’s calling is more than
Read just *doing’ but also becoming ‘what we are yet fo be'.

There is only 1 call but there are 3 dimensions, namely:

Called to GOD

God calls all Christians To Himself. There is a call to all and there is a call fo us
individually.

m His GENERAL call is for salvation and discipleship.
m His SPECIFIC call depends on our context, gifts and desires.

A call . demands our response to His summons. Thus our response ta Him, our
personal answer to God'’s summons is our secondary calling. The secondary
call must not take precedence over the first, nor should it contradict the first.

Called to LIVE OUT OUR TRUE IDENTITY

We are all called to live out our true identity in the church and world. This is
expressed in our holiness in all areas of our lives as laid out in Leviticus 19. This
holiness encompasses:

worship, fair treatment and payment of employees (Lev 19:13)
practical compassion for the disabled and elderly (Lev 19:14, 32)
integrity in the judicial process (Lev 19:15)

ecological sensitivity (Lev 19:23)

equality before the law for ethnic minorities (Lev 19:33)

honesty in trade and business (Lev 19:35).

As children of a holy God, we are to be a HOLY people.

Called to DO GOD’S WORK

He made us for Himself and placed us in the world, for the world. Our giffs,
talents, ministries, occupations and roles are all involved in our service to Him.
Our role as child, spouse or parentis also a calling and should not be neglected.
Our salvation is not just for ourselves but for the world as well. Others need fo
see, hear and feel Christ in their lives. Thus our calling “to do” is not just in the
church but rather in the world through -

the community
social events

the political scene
domestic roles
efc.
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&
Read

THE RESULTS OF RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL

To respond to God's callis a tremendously liberating experience. It is only in God’s call
that we will find true freedom in life.

When God calls us to Himself, it means that we are now FREE FROM SELF.

2 We are insecure people, always looking for significance in our lives. We
get caught up in the rat-race in order to escape being insignificant,
What we do not realize is that being connected to God means that we
are no longer 'a nobody’. We are children of the living God.

When God calls us, we are FREE FROM MEANINGLESSNESS.

=  We discover that we are not a product of chance. The unfolding of the
Bible is no longer a description of a distant people living in a distant land,
but our common history. This is where we are from, and God says that there
is a place where we will go.

SUMMARY OF ‘THE CALL

When we are called by God, to God, for God; we are connacted to God, man and
history. Thus we can answer the most basic questions, *Who am 1?” and "What is my
purpose?” in this way.

Will you respond to God's call today?

“We are Christians; disguised as accountants,
lawyers, doctors, engineers, etc. sent by God

into the world.”
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HAVING THE END IN MIND FOR A GOOD BEGINNING -
| ' my FINAL YEAR in campus

SUDDENLY I'M
WIPE AWAKE!

THIS 15 THE LAST DAY | [ T wAS AFRAID THIS
WOULD HAPPEN...

WOULDN'T You

OF SCHOOL, RIGHT 7

< i wm pa L

You are graduating soon! Campus activities will no longer characterize your lifestyle.

ot What are some of the feelings that well up as you imagine yourself leaving campus
S . life? Excited, scared, not ready to move on, contented or warried? Take some time fo

jot them down.

What were some of your dreams, expectations and promises (made to yourself/ family
/ God) when you first entered college / university? Or which you gathered along the

Read way? Do you still remember them? Have they been fulfiled? Would you need fo make
another try at fulfiling some of them?

As you complete the final lap of campus life, take some fime to ponder on the closure
of this part of your life. How would you want it to be? This will help you to be more
focused on what needs be done as you run the final lap.

( - )

1. How would you want to be rememibered (eg. by your friend or junior)
lect as a person on campus?
L)

2. What would be your legacy to those who will come after you?

3. When you look back at your campus days, you want to be able fo
say,
gl 1V ol [ |5 e (Vs L (Y= B o ==t LA e

| fruly rejoice and give thanks fo God.”
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g A LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST AS A STUDENT

Read

The campus years can be likened to a bus stop along your journey. A bus stop
where you had gotten off earlier and are expected to move on from. This final
year would not be any longer or shorter even if you wish it fo e, Even if you
cannotimagine the day of your graduation, or have not had enough of campus
life, your time is running out. What has time at this bus stop been like? Before you

know if, this time will fly by before
you'd surely agree.

your eyes. If you try recalling the past 2-4 years,

Right now, be reminded: this stop is probably one of the last best opportunities
to do one of the following!

-

L.B.O. (Last Best Opportunity) List

EEEEREREAAEEEEEREEEHE

Reach out to your campus friends

Cultivate a hobby or leisure

Improve a language or pick up a sport

Be academically equipped and competent

Lay a firm biblical foundation for your Christian growth
Impart the valuable lessons you have learnt to your juniors
Pass on the vision for the campus

Help shape and touch some lives

STRENGTHEN your friendship with some pecple
Practice a BALANCED LIFESTYLE

Cultivate a SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE

Wrestle through your UNDERSTANDING of GOD

g

Feel free to add fo the list. Does this list raise a concern? Is there a need 0 look
again af one or fwo of the above before you say goodbye fo campus life?
Before you go any further, take a closer look at ..... (Proceed to next page).
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HOW MUCH TIME DO | HAVE? WHAT WOULD | WANT TO DO?

A. What do you foresee yourself being occupied with in each month of your
final year? (e.g. Being involved in crientation week, Christrnas night, final year
project, test & exams, assignments, CF camps, CGs, committee meetings...)

Respond List this down under Column (a).

Write down in Column (b) 'l want to find time for...”, things you would like fo do
before you leave campus. You may use the LBO List as a reference.

My Semester

(Month) a. | will be busy with ... b. 1 want to find time for ...

e.g. JUNE Deciding on final year profect
titte & work on proposal
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B. What are some of the things you need fo LET GO in order o make space
for the above concerns, as listed in Column ()7

&)

Read C. Finally.

i. Be realistic
Don’t try o do too much, Focus on those things your heart is burdened
for. Things that can make a difference in your own life and/or the life
of others.

ii. Live in the present
Resolve now to live each day fully and learn to pray this prayer "Teach us
to make the most of our time, so that we may grow in wisdom* (Ps. 90:12,

NLT)

“In.the reality of life, the pages are turned only one at a time,

each at its proper time, not before.”
Paul Tournier

The Lord bless you as you strive to live life fo the fullest as a student. Amen
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CALLED TO GOD

We all grew up with some knowledge of God. Our ‘Rukunegara’ extols the belief of
God as one of our main priorities in life. Yet if we were fo reflect on God, we might
have varied knowledge of God and His relationship with us. As we begin to reflect on
God, fry fo pen down some of your thoughts about God.

f )
t My thoughts on God are ...
(D

& Read Psalm 139
Read

GOD AND YOUR PRESENT (vv1-12)

God's knowledge of David ...

/ Sit and rise; Thoughts; Going out and lying down; Speech; Practically everything
Respond ;zour?do and everywhere you go: God knows them all. How does that make you
eel?

In your own words, how would you describe the God David talked about in
w7-127

GOD AND YOUR FUTURE (vv13-18)

God has created yéu from the minutest detail. He has also “ordained all the days
of your life even before one of them came fo be’. How does this understanding
help you in your unknown future?
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Respond

David responded to this understanding with praise and adoration to God (vv17
-18). Try to respond to God in your own words.

% t  GRATITUDE (vv19-23)

o' With all this knowledge about God, David can only show gratitude by seeking
honour and justice towards God’'s name. He learns fo see the world from God's

point of view., How would you show gratifude to God who created and owned
you?

/ OUR RESPONSE TO GOD

Respond

In love God has made us His children (1 John 3:1). He has called us to Himself.
We belong to Him.

From all that you have learnt in this Psalm, fry writing your own Psalm as you
respond to God's assurance and guidance for your life.

4 . B
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